The Writer’s Toolkit – Everything You Need on One Little Thumb Drive

On October 14th, Susan Stonestreet and Dean Urban presented the “Writer’s Toolkit”, a collection of freeware and other software to help you become a more prepared technical communicator.  All of the programs described can fit on one thumb drive, which you can take with you to any workplace.  With all the files located in one place, you can easily find any program you need for a task.
We all know the big programs:  Access, Photoshop, Adobe Acrobat, etc.  They can be expensive, or perhaps your company doesn’t provide them.  Stonestreet and Urban presented several good alternatives to these programs.  And there are many other valuable programs available – 109 to be exact!  Many of these programs are free.  Others are available at a reasonable cost and often offer a free trial period.  If you time your work right, you can take advantage of these free trial periods to complete your project without ever having to buy the software.

The programs are organized into thirteen categories:

Basic Tools
Database
Document Preparation and Distribution 
Editing
File Sharing and Management

Graphics and Video

History

Online Sites
Organization

Portable Applications

Presentation & Training

Protection

Resource Locators

Screen Capture

WEB-HTML

A sampling of the software in the Writer’s Toolkit includes the following:
· Brilliant was used to create the Writer’s Toolkit presentation.  As an alternative to Excel, it is an object-oriented database.

· IrfanView has a simple interface, but it is a fine alternative to Photoshop.
· PDF Studio allows you to do a number of functions, including editing, extracting text, and embedding files into PDF documents, as well as add headers, footers, and watermarks.
· Picasa helps you organize and edit your photos.
· FileZilla Client “is a fast and reliable cross-platform FTP, FTPS, and SFTP client with lots of useful features and an intuitive graphical user interface.”
· Disk Digger finds lost files in most formats on your computer’s hard drive, USB Flash drive, or memory cards

· Zip It Free also has many functions, including large file support and “one-click zip and email.” 
It’s not all work and no play – the sly program Don’t Panic covers for us when we need to take a break.  When your boss sneaks up behind you, you can command the program to hide any window - such as Craigslist or your personal email.  It can also hide the application from the Task Manager or close the application completely.

For a complete listing of programs, browse the PowerPoint presentation located here:  http://www.stc-sd.org/events-meetings/meeting_past.htm.
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